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NOTES AND NEWS 

A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on November 5, 
Dr. H. Wildon Carr, President, in the chair. 

The President delivered the Inaugural Address on the subject 
"The Interaction of Mind and Body." After a brief allusion to 
the progress made during the last two or three decades in the clin- 
ical knowledge of mind and body, and particularly to the amount 
of material for study furnished daily by the injuries of war, he 
passed to the consideration whether anything in our new knowledge 
throws light on the old philosophical problem. He rejected as in- 
conceivable the notion that psychical and physical action can be 
comprised within one energetical system, or that there can be direct 
equivalence of exchange between the two orders. The alternative 
of parallelism, apart from its incredibility on the ground of ex- 
travagance, is in direct conflict with the facts of individual experi- 
ence. The important fact in regard to the nature of mind and body 
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is that each is the unity and continuity of an organic individuality 
and that every modification of either is a modification of the whole. 
Interaction must, therefore, it was argued, be interaction between the 
whole mind as an individual unity of personal experience and the 
whole body as a living unity of coordinated mechanisms. Such in- 
teraction is not causal in the sense the term is used in physical 
science. It is the mutual adaptation of two individual systems dis- 
tinct in their order, diverse in their function, and divergent in their 
principle, both of which are necessary and complementary to the 
common end for which they cooperate, living action. The term 
which best expresses their interaction is solidarity in its old legal 
meaning, which denoted the unity of common purpose, the diverse 
obligations, and the corresponding claims on the members, of a part- 
nership. The philosophical theory sought further to deduce the 
principle of a dichotomy of living experience into two divergent but 
complementary systems, mind and body, from the nature of living 
action. 

The New York Branch of the American Psychological Associa- 
tion met in conjunction with the Section of Anthropology and Psy- 
chology of the New York Academy of Sciences on November 26. 
The following papers were read: "Psychological Examinations of 
College Freshmen," Miss Edith Carothers; "Distribution of Time in 
Learning Vocabularies," Professor Robert A. Cummins; "When 
does the Baby begin to Think?" Dr. G. C. Myers; "A New Clinical 
Test for the Temperature Sense," Miss E. L. Cornell; "A Psycho- 
logical Test of Expertness in Marksmanship," Dr. A. I. Gates. 

The Herbert Spencer Lecture for 1917 was delivered by Professor 
Emile Boutroux, member of the "Institut" and the French Academy, 
and Doctor of Letters of the University of Oxford, on October 20, in 
the Oxford University Museum. The subject of the lecture was 
"The Relation between Thought and Action from the German and 
from the Classical Points of View." The lecture was delivered in 
English. 



